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Ms. Donna R. Searcy, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 HM" St., NW, Room 222
Washington D.C. 20554

/Re: Proposal to Replace
Dear Ms. Searcy,

No. 01 Caplesrec'd~
UstABCDE

I am writing to oppoae the proposed ctastic changes to the narrow.
band tr.quenci... This will render our current equipment unusable.
Although the technology seems to bring some advant.ges, ttlecosts are
impossible. Sheridan isasmalteitywith a very limited budget. We
currently are only just keeping the doors open. We have no funds avanable
now or in the forseeablefuture to replace aU of our radio equipment. If
this change is forced on us, we will simply be without radio
communicatio,ns. This wilt jeopardize the safety of our personnel
operating at an kinds of emergency situations. Our volunteer personnel are
now notified of an emergency call using a radio pager. The proposed change
would make them Worthless.

If the change is approved, its implementation date needs to be as far
into the future as possible. Some kind of grant program to help
communities like. ours wiU be needed so that we can continue to function
effectively. If possible, some mechanism needs to be arranged so that
existing equipment wilt not be obsolete. The best case. would be to allow
existing agencies to operate much as they are now.

An additional factor is that Cotoradoiust passed a tax limitation
measure. Voters would have to approve the nece88ary expenditures to
make the proposed change. Also an election for cities can only occur each
November. All of these factors taken into consideration, the proposed
change would be devastating to the City of Sheridan and its fire
department.

~~~Mark Wallace, Fire Chief


